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City Planner to present Urban
Design Survey of Jersey City
Jersey City is currently in the process of revising its
Municipal Master Pian and Zoning Ordinance, which is
the overall plan for the City's future development. To
this end, RNA has begun a dialogue with Planning
Director Robert Cotter concerning the re-enforcement
of residential zoning for our community and the future
development of Palisade Avenue. Sgt. Anthony Biock
Association is also participating in this project. RNA's
main goal is to motivate the City to protect our
residential community against illegal development by
actively enforcing municipal zoning, state building codes
and federal environmental regulations. Other issues to
be addressed are the need to establish a steep slope
ordinance to protect the Palisade cliffs and limit its
development and the reactivation of the Riverview Arts
District to encourage artists to homestead in our
underutilized commercial and abandoned buldings.
As part of this process, RNA haws agreed to participate
in the Planning Division's Design Standards Survey. At
our Novembre meeting, Clare Davis a City planner will
make a color slide presentation showing various types
of building designs, streetscapes, fencing and parking
arrangements related to residential, retail, commercial
and industrial development. Our members will be asked
to respond to each image by registering their reaction
through a numerical rating system.
The purpose of the survey is to create a standard for
future development in Jersey City by finding our what
the residents think about urban design - the visual
appeal of buildings, parking lots signs, etc. Everyone
should make an effort to attend this meeting and
participate in this project by voicing their opinion.
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HOLIDLAR ACTIVITIES

it's that time of year again, when RNA asks all its
members, neighbors and friends to get into the festive
spirit and participate in two annual holiday events for the

community : the RNA Holiday Party and Xmas Caroling.

(continued on page 2)
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HARBOR UIEW HOLIDAY PARTY

On Friday, November 21st, RNA will hold its annual
Holiday celebraticn for the residents of the Harbor View
Health Care Center. The party will start at 1:30 PM, after
the resident's lunch, with RNA serving deser, including
cake and soft drinks. Musical entertainment and dancing
will be provided with pianist Frank Fraga. Neighbor Robert
Boesch will dress-up as Santa Claus for the residents.
This year RNA is looking for donations of men's and
women's socks and knee highs - for holiday presents for
the residents. Please bring these items to the next meeting.
Sugar-free and homemade baked goods are also needed.
(Please use throw-away pans and dishes.) Call organizers
Valerie and Jack Rea (653-6916) or Maria Tuzzo
(659-2245), if you are available to volunteer for this event
and spend some quality time with our senior neighbors.
Please contribute in any way you can - volunteering time,
baked goods or gifts - for this worthy cause. It is RNA's way
of thanking our neighbors at Harbor View for letting us hold
our meetings in their house.

Please check the following items you can donate to our
party and return this form at the next meeting:
VOLUNTEER to HELP at the Party
MEN OR WOMEN SOCKS
BAKED GOODS

NAME:
TELEPHONE NUMBER:

FOOD NP TOP PRIVE

RNA is asking all its members, neighbors and friends to
contribute to our annual holiday drive by bringing food and
toys to the next two RNA meetings in November and
December. We will accept dry and canned foodstuffs and
new or used toys. Used toys must be in working condition.
Monetary contributions are also welcome.

All donations will be given to the Salvation Army for
distribution to local needy families during the holiday
season. Food and toys can also be brought to 170 Ogden
Avenue, by arranging with Maria at 659-2245, after 6 PM.
Please give generously to those that are less fortunate.




RNA HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES (continued from page 1)

RNA HOL1DAY PARTY: This annual year-end
event will be held at our December 9th meeting. All our
members, neighbors and friends are invited to toast the
holidays with RNA. To make this party a success, RNA
asks all those who are planning to attend to bring some
holiday treat (preferably home-made) or softdrink to
share with RNA. There is also an open invitation to all
other block associations and local City officials to attend
this event and celebrate with us.

CHR1STMAS CAROLING: Each year, RNA
organizes this traditional Yuletime activity by getting a
group of ten or more stout-hearted souls to sing holiday
songs on our streets. The exact date, will be set at the
November meeting. In past years, the day chosen was
usually during the weekend before Christmas.

MEETIN
MINUTES: OCTOBER 14, 1997

[The following is an abbreviated summary of the October
meeting because the Secretary was unable to prepare
the usual transcript for this issue. A full transcript of the
October meeting will be published in the December
issue. Sorry for this inconvenience. EDITOR]

COMMUNITY POLICING:

The Jersey City Police were represented by Sgt. Ruby,
Lieut. Nearsted, who is the acting commander of the
North District, and our two NTF officers Scott Schnee
and Lorenzo Tosado. They discussed the recent attack
on one of our residents, Kevin Walsh. Mr. Walsh is
presenting out of a coma and recuperating at the Medical
Center. RNA voted to send Mr. Walsh a basket of cheer.

MOUNTAIN ROAD:

There was a discussion about the final recommendations
that RNA would submit to the Engineering Division
concerning the renovation of Mountain Road. (The list
was published in the October issue of this newsletter.)
An additional suggestion was made for the creation of
approximately five parking spaces at the western exit of
the Road for local residents.

NID DISCUSSION:

CEO Ronald Clemente and Supervisor Ufredo Merchan
were present to discuss the state of affairs with the NID
program in our neighborhood. There was still no
appointment of new NiD Managers for either NID North 6
or 7 districts. The individual who is temporary managing
North 7 has not attended the last three or four RNA
meetings.

A complaint was made that these officials have not been
effective in stopping persistent quality of life problems
such as garbage storage, loud music and building code
violations at specific locations. The question was asked
why there has been no summons issued to the violators.
A particular building, 242 Ogden Avenue was singled
out and a request was made for a written report about its
problems and NID attempts to correct them.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Valerie Rea led a discussion about the upcoming Harbor
View holiday party for the residents. (See article on front
page.)
Plans for the fall clean-up and planting weekend
scheduled for October 25th were coordinated and
volunteers were recruited.

Editor

RNA is now a Tax Exempt
Non-Profit Corporation

On October 1, 1997, RNA became exempt from federal
income tax. We received notification from the Internal
Revenue Service based on the application we submitted
in July of this year. The immediate effect of this status wili
be that RNA will not have to pay monthly charges on our
two bank accounts. (We will also try to have the previous
bank charges retroactively credited to our accounts.)

In the long term, RNA will be able to solicit donations and
apply for grants from businesses, public sources and
private foundations for our future projects. To that end,
RNA is looking for a person who is experienced in
applying for grants to educate us in this rather esoteric
process.

The last phase of this project, which began when RNA
was incorporated in July of 1996 is to register as a
charitable organization with the State of New Jersey.
RNA would like to thank both Cathy Packard and
Carol Rebelowski for their work, patience and
perseverance in preparing the application. 3

RNA STILL DISSATISFIED WITH
LACK OF CITY SERVICES

RNA's efforts to get certain City agencies to respond to
our maintenance needs is still ongoing. Kevin Sluka,
director of the Department of Public Works has begun to
work on RNA's list of problems. Most notably, the fire
hydrant on Ogden Avenue off Griffith Street has finally
been replaced. The traffic sign to alert motorists of
children in the street around Moore Park has been
relocated to a adequate distance before the Park on
Ogden Avenue. The DPW is continuing in its efforts to
get a company to repair the safety surface in the
children's playground in Riverview-Fisk Park. Plans are
being made for a second installment of trees along
Palisade Avenue for our Treescape Program. Workers
have been cleaning the Park's walks of weeds.

However, there is still a lot of work that needs to
be done in both the two Parks and the neighborhood in
general. Some of the more immediate needs for the
DPW to address are as follows:

a) removal of a dead tree over 30 feet high on
the eastern side of Riverview -Fisk Park:

b) the repair of five lights in the Park;

c) the repair of the fencing surrounding the
children's playground and the basketball court;

d) the installation of a traffic sign at the entrance
of the Park;



e) the installation of traffic control devices or
signs at the corners of Palisade and Woods Place and
Ogden and Bowers Street; and

f) the repair of the floodlights along Palisade
Avenue.

Unfortunately, there has been total avoidance of our
complaints by the Department of Neighborhood
Improvement (the newly created NID agency) and
Constituent Services. CS official Timothy Sheridan
has not called since the mayoral election - over four
months - when he promised to resolve our problem of
adverse possession of Park land. DNI officials Maureen
Corrado and Charles Caleri have not bothered to
install a new NID manager in either of the two districts
encompassing RNA. | guess these three individuals are
too busy solving other people's problems. Neither
agency or its personnel has made any effort to resolve
the complaints that are within their respective
jurisdictions. It appears that they are just operating as
successive layers of bureaucracy with the only real goal
being their self perpetuation.

Finally it should be noted that Ward D Councilperson Bill
Gaughan was angry at the way RNA had written about
him in a recent issue of this newsletter. Gaughan felt the
comments about him were unfair because he has gone
out of his way to help RNA in the past. He also stated that
from now on he was going to simply refer neighborhood
complaints to the appropriate agency instead of getting
involved himself. The fear is that he will refer our
complaints to (yup, you guessed it!) Constituent
Services and Neighborhood improvement. That means
we will be right back where we started this article: NO
WHERE!

Maybe it's time to call Gaughan's sidekick, the other
member of the Height's Dynamic Duo - Tom DeGise. It
is only hoped he will be less thin-skinned and more
responsive to our needs. And so it goes! The more
things change, the more they remain the same!

UPDATE:
RNA Neighborhood and Park Clean-up

RNA's annual neighborhood clean-up was a partial
success. People filled the two JCIA's dumpsters with
their residential garbage and debris located on Griffith
and South Streets.

Unfortunately, the clean-up and planting scheduled for
our two Parks was rained out. (The following Saturday
was also rained out.) However, our two park attendants,
Alison Fontana and Loule Ramos in addition to
their regular duties of cleaning and maintaining the
Parks, planted bulbs and small bushes in the center
fiower gardens of Riverview-Fisk Park. Rhododendron
plants are also planned as part of as an initial planting ofa
flower garden in Janet Moore Park.

Ms. Fontana also painted over the latest graffiti on the
back walls of the Riverview-Fisk pavilion. She had a rather
urusual encounter several weeks ago when she found a
two foot lizard living in the Park that someone had
apparently abandoned. Alison caught the animal and
made arrangements to give it to a vet that specializes in
reptiles.

UPDATE:
PALISADE AVENUE BUS STOPS

The bus stop on the northbound side of Palisade
Avenue and Griffith Street was formally restored with the
erection of the NJ Transit sign on that comer.

However, the southbound bus stop is still in doubt. As
mentioned in last month's newsletter, the City is
attempting to determine which corner to place the bus
stop, either the north or south corner because of
“concerns” with sight lines for turning traffic. The last
information was that the City Council had to approve
moving the southbound stop between these corners.
Hopefully, these powers that be will be able to resolve
this "problem" quickly. (if their past performance is any
indication of their ability to resolve this matter, "don't hold
your breath!”)

UPDATE:
PALISADE TREESCAPE PROGRAM

RNA submitted a list to the Department of Public Works
of twenty-two (22) property owners that consented to
participate in the second phase of this free tree planting
program. Twenty two trees will be planted along Palisade
Avenue from Patterson Plank Road to Ferry Street.

In addition, twenty-seven (27) fencing guards and
gratings will be installed around each tree, including five
trees that were planted last spring, during the City Green
and Clean Initiative.

Kevin Sluka, DPW director has indicated that the
bids for the trees, grating and guards will be received on
November 13, 1997 and that this installation will probably
take place this year.

It any Palisade Avenue property owner is still
interested in participating in this program, come to the
next RNA meeting on November 11th.

UPDATE: HEIGHTS COALITION

The Heights Coalition of Neighborhood and
Block Assoclations met on Monday, October 20th.
Guest speakers Ward C Councilperson Arnoid Bettinger
and Council President Tom DeGise were unable to
attend because of scheduling conflicts. Arrangements
were made for them to speak at the November meeting.
Old business was the progress made by police in
handling several complaints discussed at last month's
meeting.

New business was a discussion concerning the
formation of the Ward C Community Association. The
new organization's purpose is to promote the formation
of more block groups in order to participate in the affairs
of their local neighborhoods. There was also a
discussion of applying for grants from public and private
entities to fund neighborhood projects. Sal Riggi,
representing Chapter 80, this year's Coalition chair,
promised to present more information at our next
meeting.

Maria Tuzzo

Recyele thil Newlletter
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THOUGHTS

Sometimes all it takes is a smile and a kind word t turn an
indifferent co-worker, neighbor or the stranger we sit
next to on the bus into a friend. Even your simplest acts
of kindness make the world a brighter place.
Madeline Rea
The art of thanksgivings is thanksliving. It is gratitude in
action. It is applying Albert Schweitzer's philosophy: "In
gratitude for your own good fortune you must render in
return some sacrifice of your life for other life."
Wilfred A. Peterson
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LETTERS to the EDITOR

Clean Up the Palisade Avenue
Drug Problem

[The following is a property owner's response to RNA's
efforts to improve Palisade Avenue.]

The biggest problem in the area is the drug problem. The
drug dealers are far more aggressive than the police. A
few low-level dealers are arrested bu the drug dealing
goes on as usual. | see the same dealers selling openly
and the good citizens move away and new bad ones
move in. They come mostly from Washington Heights,
New York. This is the area that supplies the drugs sold
here.
What really bothers me is that | see and know hundreds
of dealers. How come the law enforcers don't? It is
puzzling. if this problem is solved, the Heights will
change for the better. | am sure of it. The neighborhood
cannot improve until the criminals are put behind bars
where they belong.

Karl Lattarulo

Proposal for the Intersection of
Palisade Avenue and State Highway
[The Sgt. Anthony Park Association sent the following
letter to Ward C Council person Arnold Bettinger, who
has been working with them to improve the traffic flow at
this critical location. RNA will discuss and vote on a
motion to support the Association's proposal at the

November meeting ]

The Sgt. Anthony Park Association has been studying
the problem of insuring the safety of the intersection of
Palisade Avenue and the State Highway and discussing
various ways of dealing with it. We wanted to express this
complex matter as clearly as possible. What follows is the
result of our efforts.

AT PRESENT
This intersection consists of:
a) two westbound lanes on the State Highway
coming up from the Holland Tunnel on the entrance
ramp to Routes 1&9 and the Turnpike;

b) two eastbound lanes on the State Highway
leading down the viaduct to the Holland Tunnel;

c) two southbound lanes on Palisade Avenue,
one on which (one the right) is designated a right turn
lane; and

d) two northbound lanes on Palisade Avenue,
one of which (on the left) is designated a left turn only
lane.

ROPOSAL
1. Install a Jeft turn signal (arrow) for the left turn lane,
northbound on Palisade Avenue and, subsequently, a
delayed green for the southbound traffic on Palisade,
resulting in:

a) left turns and through traffic on northbound
Palisade Avenue during a delayed green for
southbound traffic (30-45 seconds); and

b) after delayed green for southbound traffic
expires, a red light (arrow) to left turns for northbound
traffic takes effect.

2. Install a delayed green light for cars coming up from
the tunnel (going west) and allow no left turns on to
Palisade Avenue.

3. Extend the sidewalk on the west side of the
intersection and install a barrier wall.

4. Explore the possibility of a four-way red light to allow
traffic "pause” between changing signal or long enough
for safe pedestrian crossing.

Sgt. Anthony Park Association intends to meet with the
New Jersey Department of Transportation again to
discuss this proposal; at our last meeting DOT
representatives said they would support any proposal
that the Jersey City City Council approved.

Robin Petrick, Sgt. Anthony Ass'n

Fund for Better Waterfront, Inc.

The Fund for a Better Waterfront (FBW) is underaking
several important mew programs in the coming year. we
will be targeting three to four specific sites along the
Hudson River for a concerted planning effort. The
connection from Hoboken to Jersey City where the new
light rail station will be located is one. The Weehawken
Cove, connecting Hoboken to Weehawken, is another. It
is important that the planning and design work be
executed with the goal of creating quality waterfront
parkland. We will also be mounting a new exhibit entitled,
"Reclaiming the Hudson River Waterfront.* This display
will reiterate our theme of creating public waterfronts
through municipal planning.

Our success in shaping the plan at Hoboken's south
waterfront, unfortunately, has not been repeated at the
north end of town. Hoboken's politically powerful
Shipyard developer, Joe Barry, has succeeded in
getting Mayor Anthony Russo to abdicate all plans for the
north waterfront. FBW and the Coalition for a Better
Waterfront currently have two cases before the Appellate
Division of the New Jersey Superior Court and another
case that was just appealed to the New Jersey Supreme
Count. Two of the cases concern the Shipyard's state
waterfront permit which violates the Coastal Zone
Management Regulations for the waterfront walkway,
landscaped open space and set-backs from the river's



edge. The other case is our challenge to the zoning
amendments, written by Shipyard Associates and
passed by the Hoboken City Council in September of
1995. This challenge is based on the fact that the
amendments were designed to benefit a private
developer, not the public and that they contradict
Hoboken's Master Plan.
Your support in the form of a financial contribution is
critical to our continued success and our ability to secure
the Hudson River's edge as public space. Please send
your check to the Fund for a Better Waterfront at the
following address:
P.O. Box 1965
Hoboken, New Jersey, 07030

If you have any questions about our recent activities, |
would be happy to discuss them wit you. | can be
reached at 217-0500 on Mondays or 659-8965 any
other day of the week.

Ron Hines

[RNA has worked with the CBW in various projects
including the realignment of the NJT light rail to the
westside of Hoboken, below the Palisade cliffs and
closer to RNA's community. At our November meeting,
RNA will vote on a motion to contribute to the FBW in
support of their current campaign to provide rational
development of the Hoboken waterfront.]
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BAG YOUR LEAVES for
SPECIAL FALL PICK-UP!

Do not put fall leaves in your regular trash. The
Incinerator Authority makes them into mulch which is
then distributed to community gardens. Place the leaves
in the free biodegradable brown bags available from the
City and not plastic bags. Then set the bags out ONLY
on the designated pick-up Thursdays:

December 4
December 11

November 6
November 13

These bags can be obtained, between 9AM to 3 PM,
from the following locations:

a) 325 Palisade Avenue,

b) Incinerator Authority, 501 Route 440, and

c) City Hall, 280 Grove Street.
Bags will also be available in Pershing Field on Sunday,
November 23 between the hours of 9 AM to 12 Noon.
You can pick-up bags at our next meeting. For more info,
call the Incinerator Authority at 432-4645.

[@ RECYCLE: IT'S THE LAW!

Here is the official list of recyclable materials that are
collected in our neighborhood every :

PAPER: NEWSPAPERS, MAGAZINES, CARDBOARD,
BOXES, MAIL, PAPER, TELEPHONE BOOKS
PLASTICS: BOTTLES, MILK CONTAINERS, WATER
CONTAINERS, FOOD BOTTLES

GLASS: SODA or BEER BOTTLES, JARS

CANS: ALUMINUM, TIN, STEEL (NO CHEMICAL OR
PAINT CANS).

Remember, paper products should be separate
but glass, plastic, and metal can be grouped together.
For more information, call the Incinerator Authority at

1432-4645.

Hudson County Animal League
The League has been successful in its campaign to
mobilize public opinion about the deplorable state of
animal care in our City and the need for a state of the ars
shelter for abandoned dogs and cats. The League stifl
needs financial contributions and all donations are tax
deductible. People can also help by donating time to
work with the League to disseminate information to the
public. People are also encouraged to become a
temporary foster home for an abandoned dog or cat. All
veterinary expenses will be provided by the League.
Remember, a contribution to the League is a good giftto
an animal lover for the upcoming holidays.

For more information, the League can be contacted at

P.O. Box 3589
Jersey City, N.J. 07303
(201) 200-1008

---------------------------------------------------------------

CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR NEWSLETTER

Why not contribute some holiday recipe, local tradition or
family remembrance for our special holiday issue. Drop all
aticles, comments and/or recipes in the mailbox,
attached to the gate, at 232 Ogden Ave. Mark the
envelope, "RNA NEWSLETTER." The next deadline is
Friday, November 21, 1997.

MEMBERSHIP DUES

The cost of RNA's annual membership will be §7.00 per
person starting in 1998. (Present dues are $5.00 per
individual).

Membership entities you to nine issues of our
newsletter, and voting privileges in RNA, if you live within
the boundaries. Please support your community by
paying your dues at the next meeting, or sending a
check, payable to RNA, to 232 Ogden Avenue.

(Contact Jack Rea, if any paid member has not received
their newsletters or a membership card. )

IT'S A GOOD THING:

It anyone has any free time that they would like to spend
in a charitable way, they should consider volunteering at
the Harbor View Health Care Center. Sometimes just a
short visit, a conversation or a game with one of the
residents, can fill their sometimes lonely days. And it's
good kharma.

SEE YOU AT OUR NEXT MEETING ON
NOVEMBER 11th at 7:15 PM at the
HARBOR VIEW HEALTH CARE
CENTER.
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ANOTHER FILM SHOOT IN OUR PARK

Miramax Films is scheduled to shoot a scene for their
upcoming movie about the infamous disco club, Studio
54 in Riverview-Fisk Park at the end of November. They
have indicated that it will be a one day production with
actual shooting to commence in the evening. The film
company will build a roof in the southeast lawn of the
Park to simulate a house with our view of the New York
City skyline. For more information, call Diana Strauss at
212 464-1664.

From Walevie's Ritchen:

Petto di tacchino al proscuitto
(Rolled breast of turkey with ham stuffing)

INGREDIENTS:
1.3/4 Ib (800 grams) turkey breast
4 eggs
1 rosemary sprig, chopped
salt and freshly ground pepper
2 Tbsp. butter
6 oz. (180 grams) sliced cooked ham
2 Tbsp. extra virgin olive oil
1/2 cup dry white wine

1) Pound turkey with a meat mallet until it is rectangular.

2) Frittatafiling: Beat eggs in a bowl. Mix with rosemary
and pinch of salt and pepper. Melt 1 Tbsp. butter in a
skillet. Pour in egg mixture and let set into a 1/2 inch
omelet. Turn over and cook the other side.

3 Lay ham slices on the turkey meat. Set frittata on top.
Roll the meat and tie with string.
Heat oil with remaining butter in oval casserole.
Season turkey roll with salt and pepper and lay in
casserole. Cook over moderate heat for 15 minutes,
turning often until uniformly brown.

5) Bake in preheated 350 degree oven for one hour.

6) Remove meat from sauce. Let stand for a short time.

7) Untie string, slice meat and arrange slices slightly
overlapping on a serving platter.

B) Pour wine into casserole, stir in browned bits from
bottom. Heat and strain sauce over meat before
serving.
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Madeline Rea

Ra ticular c¢h onic  prob ems
a
282 07307
Force
Co Yy Se ce SiL ey
Name:
Address:

Home Phone:_
Block Association:
Complaint & Observations for the period of

Listthe Locato sfo t e folowi g Prob ems:
Disorderly Groups:
Public Nuisances:
Narcotics Activity:
Unsafe/Unhealthy Sites:
Suspicious Activity:
Heavy Trucking:
Auto Thetfts:
Burglaries:
Prostitution:
Gambling:
Other:
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NOTICE:

RNA apologizes for not publishing the Sponsor's Page
in our last two issues.









